


















Nums. XI. 


‘The GRUMBLER. 





By Squire GrzZarv. 
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Vivi ingentes, fupraque mortalium unaturam, tantorum nu- 
minum lege deprehenfi, © miferd hominum mente abfo- 
lutd, in defectibus Stelarum fcelera aut mortem aliquam 


Jfyderum pavente. 
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From Friday April 22. to Tuefday April 26. 1715. 


Have all along been a conftant and an atten- 
: tive Hearer of Mr. Whifton’s Aftronomical 

Lectufes ; ind find it hard to fay, whether 

the Pleafure or the Inftruction, which I have 
eceived from them, he greater: He has the Art 
of communicating his Knowledge in fuch familiar 
Terms, and in fo natural a Method, that even a 
Female Audience might learn from him the vari- 
ous Motions and Appearances of the heavenly 
Bodies. I congratulate him and the reft of the 
ingenious Gentlemen, who give up their Lives ro 
great and fublime Speculations, upon the truth 
and exactnefs of their Calculations and Predicti- 
ons as to this remarkable Eclipife. It is eafie to 
forefee, that their Succefs in this Particular will 
. awaken the Curiofiry of all Men, whofe Minds 
are capable of refined and intellectual Pleafures, 
and make it fafhionable ro become knowing in 
the ftupendous Works of the Creation. In the 
mean time, we wait with Impatience for the Ob- 
fervations that will be communicated to the Pub- 
lick, and the Conclufions that will be drawn from 
— pafled in the Fields of Air upon Friday 
aft, 


I fhould be forry to hear, that any of my Coun-. 
irymen were fo fluggifh, or fo loft to Knowledge, 
as to be engaged in Sleep, or the purfuits of either 
Gain, Ambition or Pleafures, at the Hour when 
. fo extraordinary an Event of Nature was mani- 
fefted on high. How poor, how trivial a Sight is 
any human Pageantry, compared to what was {fo 
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lately exhibited in the Heavens ? Let ir never bé 
faid, to the difgrace of Reafon, that any of thé 
police Order of Mankind, who run in Crowds 
to publick Shews and Entertainments, could ler 
flip a Sight of fuch fuperlative Pomp and Magni- 
ficence. What is a Play, art Opera, a gaudy En- 
try, when it ftands in competition’ with a Comet, 
an Eclipfe, or any orher great and ‘extraordina 
Appearance, that the Creator of the Univerfe 
— from time to time prefent to the Eyes of 
en ? wasn , 


While the more learned Obfervets of thé Stars 
and Pianets are-bufy in preparing their Difcove- 
ries for the Prefs, I fhall entertain my Friends 
with the more obvious, arid perhaps not lefs a- 
mufing Face of Things, as they were reprefented 
to me by an ingenious Gentleman, whofe Imagi- 
nation is fo delicate as to be ftrongly affected with 
Objects, efpecially when they are- new and un“ 
common. He came to Town on Saturday from 
Greenwich, and expreffed himfelf in the Evening 
at Button’s, to me and rwo more of his Friends, in 
the following manner. : 


‘ When the dark Body of the Moon had per- 
formed its Progrefs, fo far a§ to’ placé it felf di- 
rectly berween us and the Sun, ‘and the Rays 
of Light were in a manner totally intercepted, 
there was fuch a folemn .anduniverfal Gloom 
{pread over the Heavens and the Earth, as ftruck 
the Eye of the Beholder with a pleafing Dread. 
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¢ Thereupon the Srars began to appear; the 
« Winds ceas'd)to blow ;_ the Clouds ftood moti- 
* onlefs; there was a fudden ftillnefs in the Air ; 
‘ and it feemed, asif the Creator of the World 


* was about ta, fpeak fomerhing of Importance to . 
* his Creatures. The Mountains, the Fields, the: 


‘ Floods, the Forefts, and the Piles of Buildings, 
* looked like the Landskip of a Night-Piece ima- 
* ged out by fome Angel of a fuperiour Skill in 
Painting. The Source of Heat, as well as Light, 
‘ was fhut up ; and my Spirits were feized at 
“ once-with Chillnefs; The mute, and the very 
* inanimate Species felt the mighty Change. The 
* Deer ran to and fro diftracted with Fear and A- 
* mazement: The Horfes and the Cows lay down 
‘ and.couched upon the Grafs: The Beafts of 
‘ Prey, we may fuppofe, refuged themtelves 
‘ within their Dens : The Hares haftened to their 
* Thickets, and the Rabbets hid themfelves in 
‘ their Burroughs: The Ravens urged their flight 
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cowards. their \Nefts : The Bats dled about in 
the’ Dusk, and ‘the “Ow! was heard to cry: The 
Flowers of the Field folded up their Leaves, 
and the Daifies were all clofed. So remarkable 
and fo general. were the effects.of this fhort 
interval of Darknefs, this momentary Night in 
the full-Day, ‘till the pagh broke forth again, 


and reftored Gladriéfs to the whole Creation. 


As it is on@ of my principal Amufements, to 
pry into the Characters and Manners of Men and 
Women from the higheft to the loweft, I had 

lanted my Spies in- different Stations in and a- 
out London, to obferve and give me notice of 
what fhould pafs before, during, and after the E- 
clipfe. J am fatisfied of their Diligence from the 
owing Particulars, which they brought me in. 


The Jacobites, in.a.certain Cottee-Houfe, where 
they are permitted..by an old Woman, tro, talk 
Treafon fora Penny a Head, have for this Month 

nofticated. an Invafion. Nine Years hence 
there will be ;another Eclipfe to. revive their 


Hopes. 
A Stock-Jobber, who had fold all his Stock out 


of a Pannick upon Thurfday, was found buying a 
Rope upon, Saturday, by a Friend, who prevented 
his from carrying ‘the Jeft too far. 


- The Aftrolegers and Fortune-tellers promife 
themfelves a plentiful Crop of Fools ef both Sexes 
this Summer, from the Reputation their Ignorance 
is like to gain, by the exact Calculations of the 
truly Learned. 


A Set of young Ladies, who think themfelves 
liable to the Imfluence of the Moon, fent for a 
Surgeon Thurfday Evening to .breathe a Vein, by 
way of Prevention of they knew nor what. 


_ A Warerman of more than ordinary Sagacity, 
who, happened tobe above Bridge during the 


whole time of the Eclipfe, gathered a Crowd of 
Boats about him, to fhew the Sun and the Moon 
fighting ; and put the whole Affembly in a fright 
during the Combat. 


When the Sun ‘was quire darkened, feveral Vir. 
gins fainted in the Arms of their Lovers. 

There was an univerfal Silence among the 
Herb-Women in Covent-Garden, and the Ovfter. 
Women at Billing/gate, which was never known 
before at that time of Day. 


Cormna, who was never fo cruel as to refufe 2 
prétty Fellow, made a defperate Vow of Chattiry 
and kept it very religioufly for the {pace of three 
Minutes and thirty five Seconds. 


My Brother Tom had his Pocket picked in the 
very critical Minutes of Darknefs. © 


Ottober Dick, who had plyed his Bottle clofe 
from Ten at Night, coming outof rhe Tavern, as 
he reeled along, called out for a Link betwixt 
Nine and Ten in the Morning. 


As the Hearts of the People: were manifeftly 
dejected throughout this populous City, when the 
Sun feemed quite over-powered by the Moon; 
fo immediately upon the firft fpringing of the 
Rays of Light, Joy flafa’d in their Countenances, 
and they could not refrain from faluting the Sun 


‘with a loud Huzza. 


From thefe Occurrences (to which I might add 
as many more of ‘the like Nature) we may fee, 
what pulillanimous and. ridiculous Creatures we 
are upon any extraordinary Event, when bred up 
in Prejudice and Ignorance. My Countrymen by 
this time areall of them fenfible, They were move 
affrighted than burt, asthe Proverb {ays. 


I muft acquaint my Friend Mr. Brisk, that I 
do not take it kindly of him, that he fhould neg- 
lect meeting me upon Eajier-Monday, as I had ap- 
pointed. However, to flew him how inclinable 
I am to enter into_a farther Correfpondence with 


him, I fhall Print his fecond fhort Epiftle, which | 


I received laft Night. 


Foneft G ru, 

¢ You know Diogenes, the Prince of Grunr- 
‘ blers, was very gruff with Alexander for 

* ftanding berwixr him and the Sun. If you are 

“of the rrue Breed, I expect on Twef/day next to 

‘ hear you reprimand the Moon for what fhe did 

* on Friday, to the prejudice of Thoufands as furly 

‘ as your felf, 


Yours, in hafte 


BaRNaBy Brisk. 
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